

graders. Maintenance platoon soldiers prepare and
service these machines.

"Teamwork is especially important to engineers,"
said Spec. Paul S. Izyk, a plumber. "With so many
different jobs within the company, it's the only way
we get anything done."

Initial training for engineers takes place at Fort
Leonard Wood, Mo. The length of training (normal-
ly four to 14 weeks) varies depending upon the
specific job. Experience in engineer-related skills
can help, but Davis estimated that three-fourths of
the soldiers in the 497th entered the military
without such experience.

More training usually follows at the initial duty
station. "Most engineer units have a specialized
mission in addition to general construction," said
1st Sgt. John Henry Williams, the 497th's senior
enlisted soldier. "Our specialty is building and
repairing ports and bridges. When people first get
here, the basic engineering isn't really a problem,
but once they see the things we do over water and
the different pieces of equipment we use, they
realize they've got a lot to learn."

Other engineer units throughout the Army hone
skills such as salvage activities, airstrip construc-
tion, firefighting and crash rescue operations. Com-
bat engineering, a related job, combines normal
engineering duties with battlefield-related activities

such as constructing minefields and installing
booby traps. In wartime, combat engineers could be
deployed as an infantry unit.

Engineers can count on a steady variety of pro-
jects, one right after the next, Williams added.
"When we're not working on a project we're perfor-
ming general maintenance on our equipment," he
s^-id. "After that it's right back to work. There's
not much 'down' time.

"Engineers must also be flexible," Williams con-
tinued. "When people ask us to build something,
they don't worry about the logistics. That's our job.
They simply want it done."

He cited a bridge the unit constructed over an
enclosed, man-made lake. "With all the trees and
building surrounding the water, we couldn't get
most of bur heavy equipment into position to be
used," Williams said. "It's not unusual," Davis
added. "Many times we just have to improvise,
come up with ideas to eliminate the obstacles."

"We've nicknamed it "Manual Bridge," said
Williams, laughing, "because it was built almost
entirely through manual labor." Its completion
symbolizes what he termed an engineer's "greatest
source of pride - the finished product. We'll leave
here one day, but our work stays," he said. "Our
contributions to the post are evident long after we
move on."O

Right: Pvt. Dirk Long digs into the
task of clearing a construction site.
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